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Beirut Bombing Memorial - October 23, 1983 

October 23 was the 30th anniversary of the bombing of the Marine barracks in Beirut, Lebanon, where 241 
Americans lost their lives including 220 Marines, 17 Navy medical personnel and 4 Army soldiers. This was the 
largest single-day loss of U.S. Marines since taking Iwo Jima in February 1945. Five servicemen from West 
Virginia lost their lives in that explosion. They are LCPL David Cosner, Elkins;  CPL Medot Camara, Hinton;  
LCPL Russell Cyzicle, Star City;  CPL Timothy Runnigan, Princeton and  Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class Martin 
Kees, Martinsburg. Annually on October 23,  Leland D. “Crow” Detachment 956 members place a memorial 
wreath honoring these servicemen at a monument at the Randolph County Courthouse in Elkins, WV.

               ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY MARINES

10 November 1775  -  238th USMC Birthday  - 10 November 2013

               -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Major General John A. Lejeune’s Birthday Message 

On November 1st, 1921, John A. Lejeune, 13th Commandant of the Marine Corps, directed that a reminder of 
the honorable service of the Corps be published by every command, to all Marines throughout the globe, on the 
birthday of the Corps. Since that day, Marines have continued to distinguish themselves on many battlefields 
and foreign shores, in war and peace. On this birthday of the Corps, therefore, in compliance with the will of the 
13th Commandant, Article 38, United States Marine Corps Manual, Edition of 1921, is published as follows: 
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"(1) On November 10, 1775, a Corps of Marines was created by a resolution of the Continental 
Congress. Since that date many thousands of men have borne that name Marine. In memory of them it is 
fitting that we who are Marines should commemorate the Birthday of our Corps by calling to mind the 
glories of its long and illustrious history.

(2) The record of our Corps is one which bear comparison with that of the most famous military 
organizations in the world's history. During 90 of the 146 years of its existence the Marine Corps has 
been in action against the Nation's foes. From the Battle of Trenton to the Argonne, Marines have won 
foremost honors in war and in the long eras of tranquility at home, generation after generation of 
Marines have grown gray in war in both hemispheres, and in every corner of the seven seas so that our 
country and its citizens might enjoy peace and security.

(3) In every battle and skirmish since the Birth of the Corps, Marines have acquitted themselves with the 
greatest distinction, winning new honors on each occasion until the term "Marine" has come to signify 
all that is highest in military efficiency and soldierly virtue.

(4) This high name of distinction and soldierly repute we who are Marines today have received from 
those who preceded us in the Corps. With it we also received from them the eternal spirit which has 
animated our Corps from generation and has long been the distinguishing mark of Marines in every age. 
So long as that spirit continues to flourish Marines will be found equal to every emergency in the future 
as they have been in the past, and the men of our nation will regard us as worthy successors to the long 
line of illustrious men who have served as "Soldiers of the Sea" since the founding of the Corps.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MCL National Commandant Jim Tuohy 238th Birthday Message

As Marine Corps League members, family and friends, come together to celebrate the 238th Birthday of our 
beloved Corps. Let’s pause for a moment to reflect back on our history since 1775. Hundreds of thousands of 
Marines that came before us earned that title and wear the Eagle Globe and Anchor embedded in their heart,  
from the day they first earned the title of “United States Marine” . Where we have been and what we have done 
as Marines is evident by The official Battle colors of the Marine Corps that display some fifty streamers .These 
streamers represent both U.S. and foreign awards as well as those periods of service, expeditions and campaigns 
that the Marine Corps has participated in from the Revolutionary War to the present. 

As Marine Corps Leaguers, we continue to support our beloved Corps, our members, and their families. Our 
various programs like Marines Helping Marines reach out to our Wounded Warriors and other hospitalized 
veterans. Our Marine Corps League Foundation assists Marine Corps League members and their families in 
time of need. We remain visible in our communities with many Marines holding leadership positions in both 
business and community organizations. Marines are always in the forefront, that’s what we do.

As  we  celebrate  this  238th  Birthday  of  our  Corps,  let’s  continue  to  remember  our  Marines,  FMF  Navy 
Corpsmen and our Chaplains that are still engaged in combat operations in Afghanistan in the war on terrorism.  
Keep them in your thoughts and prayers that they return safety to their families.
Happy 238th Birthday Marines, thanks for all that you do for our Marines and our Marine
Corps League





USMC Birthday Dinner Cake Cutting Ceremony

The Marine Corp’s birthday cake-cutting ceremony is important to all Marines, as it is an annual renewal of 
each Marine’s commitment to the Corps;  and the Corps’ commitment to our nations quest for peace and 
freedom worldwide.

The birthday cake is traditionally cut with the Mameluke sword, as a reminder that we are a band of warriors, 
committed to carrying the sword, so that our nation may live in peace. The Mameluke sword gets its name from 
the cross hilt and ivory grip design, similar to swords used for centuries by Ottoman warriors. The Marine 
Corps tradition of carrying this sword dates from Lieutenant Presley O’Bannon’s assault of Derna, Tripoli, in 
1805, where he is said to have won the sword of the governor of the city. 

The Birthday Cake cutting ceremony is a time honored tradition and here is one example:

This evening we will use a knife in lieu of the sword. Let’s have our guest of honor…………….  And the oldest 
and youngest marines to come forward.
(Pause)
As is our custom, the first piece of cake will be presented to our guest of honor.
By tradition, the second piece of cake is presented to the oldest Marine present.
Ladies and Gentlemen . . . the oldest Marine present is. . . . was born in. . . .
The third piece of cake is presented to the youngest Marine present.
Ladies and Gentlemen . . . The youngest Marine present is . . . . . .. was born in . . . .

Now we will cut a piece for everyone.

               -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Department Membership 

National will be mailing  every Detachment Paymaster a copy of their Detachment membership roster dated 
9/30/2013. This roster lists all unpaid members and gives the expiration date for all annual dues paying 
members.  As Department Commandant I receive a copy of all detachments in the department. I have tasked 
Dept Chief of Staff Mike McRae to make copies of this roster and send a copy to each detachment of their  
detachment membership and a copy of the entire department roster to members of the department Membership 
Retention Team. Paymasters in using this copy can track all their members and would know the current status of 
each member. When a member pays their dues, the paymaster should mark on the roster as paid and thus have a 
complete roster of all unpaid as well. Every Detachment Commandant, Jr Vice Commandant and Paymaster 
should concentrate every month on all unpaid members and in recruiting new members. Let’s see if we can 
continue to contact those unpaid members and kept them paid up. Staying in touch with all your detachment 
members on a timely basis ensures they are aware of detachment meetings and activities. If the detachment is 
active in the community it generates more media attention and helps in selling the League. This also reinforces 
that exposure within your community that your detachment is playing a part in civic affairs.

Here are the current membership totals for the department as of 9/30/2013.

Paid Life Members:  455,  dues paying: 300,     total paid:  755, total unpaid: 49

Southern Highland Detachment 977 in Beckley has voted to surrender their Charter. All County Detachment 
891 had their Charter revoked as they only had 4 paid members for over the year. All the Paid life members in 
these two detachment will be transferred to a detachment of their choice or MAL status. 



Detachment must ensure that their administrative actions are completed each year. This includes: Nomination, 
Election and Installation of Officers and filing the Report of Officer Installation (ROI), filing Annual Corporate 
Report with WV Sec of State, filing 990 N e-file with IRS, filing of Paid Life Members (PLM) Audit using the 
6/30/13 roster, keeping their detachment Locator page updated on the department web page. Membership Dues 
Transmittal forms should be submitted every month that members pay their dues and not kept until it is 
completely filled up with names. as this makes their payments late. Holding meeting and keeping Minutes, 
conducting annual financial audits of your detachment accounts on changes in accountability or officers, 
especially following elections. Ensure your detachment EIN is accurate and that you are not using another unit’s 
EIN. if you have a hard time locating your EIN, Charter date, incorporation date, PLM Audit, then include it in 
your detachment membership meeting Minutes. Anytime that an administrative function is completed it should 
be included in your Minutes.

In reviewing the detachment information as listed on the information that National has on record, there are 
numerous administrative procedures not completed for some detachments  including no 990 N e-file, no PLM 
audits, ROI’s not submitted.  no date of Charter or incorporation.  National is going to continue addressing these 
areas so all detachments need to update this information and they can look at the additional page included with 
their membership roster and see what information is missing. 

               -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Detachment Dues

National MCL Comptroller Paul Hastings sends out the following information to all Detachment Commandants 
and Detachment Paymasters.

Ref: (a) National Administrative Procedures, Section 615

At the National Convention in Grand Rapids, MI, the delegates approved a national dues increase of $2 
effective January 1, 2014. As a result of this dues increase, National Headquarters will increase their portion of 
annual dues from $18 to $20. Please continue to utilize the current dues transmittal forms until exhausted. They 
will be reprinted when our headquarters runs out of them.

In the meantime, your detachment will need to make a decision prior to December 1, 2013 to either increase 
your dues or not increase your dues. The reason our Headquarters needs to know your decision to increase dues 
is because the renewal notices for those members who dues expire in January 2014 will be mailed from our 
headquarters on or about December 1, 2013.

In order to increase your dues you will need to submit an Installation Form with the proposed dues increase that 
you desire per reference (a), which states that “the detachment shall fix the amount of its annual dues”.

If your dues are not increased by December 1, 2013, the data base at headquarters will be modified to reflect the 
increase of the national dues portion effective January 1, 2014. This in effect will decrease the amount of the 
Detachment portion of dues by $2 that is reflected in the total dues on the renewal notice sent out in December 
2013 for the January dues renewal notice that headquarters will send to the members.

If there are any questions either contact Paul Hastings at 717-774-5892 or the National Adjutant/Paymaster at 1-
800-625-1775.



MCL Membership and Recruitment

When looking at reasons why the national membership is declining, one has to understand the new culture of 
potential members and make adjustments to retain older members and recruit new members. Failing to consider 
modern trends and offering new ideas is worthless unless those reasons are specifically addressed. 

The landscape is changing as age is catching up to a huge majority of our experienced members.  In previous 
years membership was often a priority in local communities because they lived and worked there and belonging 
to a military group was a good way to network and interact socially. Many of these members served on 
committees and boards or were leaders in civic and social organizations and this served as a positive influence 
in attracting potential members. Now local businessmen who once used such groups as a way to network have, 
gone to work for large corporations with their own projects. Nowadays, everybody works for somebody else. 
Years ago there was not much competition among veteran groups as there are over 200 groups now.   
Communities have less neighborhood interaction, commutes tend to be longer, television keeps everyone inside 
more, and people have numerous differences and can decide what they do with their time. 

Young people most aspire to be self-employed and do not desire the leadership or personal interaction provided 
by membership and it’s “us versus them” attitude.  Newly discharged veteran do not want to place themselves 
in this environment as they want to avoid confrontation, and the consequent weariness it brings. It reminds them 
too much of their military service and they takes steps to avoid the same situation.

Today’s society moves at a faster pace as families are moving more often with both parents working and 
commuting from suburbs and exurbs.  Their kids themselves are so busy with booked schedules that the parents 
don’t have time to commit to organizations, particularly those with lots of meetings. The demand by family 
activities puts a further pinch on volunteerism  leaving little time for other activities and many younger 
residents give back to their communities by coaching softball games or support other student events or activities 
Some young adults are willing to help out with specific projects, but shy away from attending meetings or 
committee work. While people may still be involved in volunteering, they're more likely to do it one project at a 
time where they can get in, do it and get out. Far too often when their parents are involved in civic groups, this 
leads their children into an active role in civic groups as they see the military groups as not connected to their 
community. 

Service organizations have to meet their communities’ needs by being proactive and show it’s the best vehicle 
to get those things done by renewing their emphasis on local projects, using the Internet as a  way to reach time-
pressed would-be members. The MCL needs to convince younger members that they are changing with the 
times

Families consider their budget and the cost of participating in league activities as there are expenses and many 
younger couples just do not have that extra money. In smaller communities commuting to meetings or league 
events might be a deterrent to joining. Cities with military bases nearby have more potential for membership 
and rural areas might have less member base and the distance to a detachment is a factor. Members that join are 
older and the detachment is only sound while they live and participate.

Discharged veterans want to go with those veteran groups that can readily assist them with their VA claims. The 
VFW, Legion, DAV, and VVA have a huge advantage in this area as they have continuity and experience. 
Detachments and departments usually do not have anyone trained to offer help other than give them phone 
numbers and veterans want someone experienced not just someone wearing the title and untrained.  

Some of the detachments are small and their members do not actively participate in any activities in the 
community. They are in competition with the large military organizations and civic groups and their project or 
event is not important. It’s more about prestige and belonging to a select civic group and the league is not 
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competitive.  People are moving to find employment and therefore less potential for new members in rural 
environments.

There is not enough selling of the league in communities as the detachment members have to get involved in 
their local community activities and events. Poor visibility and lack of media focus does nothing to grow the 
league. Being a member should be more than just paying dues and lack of community recognition. 

Since the MCL supports the USMC, the league needs to work with area recruiters and get information out to 
those recently discharged Marines. Working with the Marine recruiters can pay huge dividends and gives more 
exposure in community activities and events. League members should interact with all recruiters and spent time 
in their offices. The league could also have membership brochures in all USMC recruiter offices as discharged 
veterans usually visit their recruiters.  The USMC should include MCL brochures in their TAPS program as 
they usually include VA information.

Young Marines upon being discharged are seeking education, VA benefits, employment and starting families. 
They do not see the need to join the league as their focus is on more important events. They might join once and 
then not renew as they do not see the league helping them with their needs. These young Marines have not 
developed that long term relationship from their time in the Corps, and they need more time to make that 
adjustment.  Older more established Marines would see the benefit of becoming a member. The league would 
be better suited if they targeted middle age  members because they are usually established in their communities 
and have built relationships within the community.  The league must not try to be like active duty USMC 
recruiters as they are not going to sign up these young Marines as it’s culture based. Young Marines need to re-
establish themselves in society and they have no desire to join any military service group. Those detachments 
that have their own buildings have an advantage over others especially in larger populated areas as they have 
more to offer.

The end of the draft has changed the way communities view service members and recently discharged veterans 
have to compete within their own communities for everything they receive. If there is no other service 
organization in their area they do not want to join as they do not see any benefit when they need to link with 
various employers and follow the mainstream to survive.

In summary, the MCL prospered with so many WWII and Korea Marines as members but as they age, younger 
Marines are not joining to keep the numbers up. The league has to modify their membership focus to those who 
want to join. Understand the reasons why young Marines do not sign up or renew their membership must be a 
focal point and not ignored. We have more opportunity in signing those Marines who have been discharged 
after they have established themselves back in their communities and are secure with their employment and 
education.

Membership drives could be shared by several detachments in large metro shopping malls and in those venues 
that attract large attendees. 

Any corporation that does not have the financial assets to meet their obligations must review their resources and 
change the way they do business and make cuts in those areas as necessary to survive.

               -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Certificate of Insurance

National MCL HQ will mail a copy of the Commercial General Liability Insurance certificate from Rust 
Insurance Agency, LLC to the Department and all Detachments. The period of coverage is Sept 1, 2013 to Sept 
1, 2014. The Certificate of Insurance should be kept in your permanent files. This insurance is designated to 



protect you against claims alleging negligence that causes injuries to third parties (persons other than members). 
It does not cover lawsuits brought against a member by another. The policy also excludes any injury to 
participants in athletic events or other sports activities.  The insurance provided normally takes care of events, 
parades and other activities in which the Detachment members participate but does not provide coverage for the 
Detachment or its members as sponsors of an event.  This is why it’s important that the Detachments ensure 
they have Marine Corps League members represent the Detachments. This is not and was never intended to be 
an accident policy for the members.

               -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Obituary for Navy Tradition  - 1775-2013 
In a press release from Washington D.C., the Navy Department announced the death of Navy Tradition after a 
long illness. Navy Tradition was born into a world of turmoil and revolution in 1775. Starting with nothing as a 
child, Navy Tradition evolved to become an essential part of the most powerful Navy the world had ever seen. 
He was present when James Lawrence ordered “Don’t give up the ship” as he lay mortally wounded on the deck 
of the Chesapeake. He witnessed cannon balls bouncing off the copper-shielded sides of the USS Constitution, 
“Old Ironsides.” He fought pirates off the Barbary Coast and suffered with his shipmates on the battleship 
Arizona during the attack at Pearl Harbor. He fought his way across the Pacific with Nimitz and saw MacArthur 
fulfill his promise to return to the Philippines. Navy Tradition was there when sailors fought bravely to save the 
frigate Stark after it was hit by a cruise missile and witnessed the launch of Tomahawk missiles from the 
battleship Missouri at the outset of Desert Storm. 

Through all the strife, good times and bad, Navy Tradition was there to support his shipmates and give a 
balance to the misery that sometimes accompanied a life at sea. Be the nation at peace or at war, Navy Tradition 
made sure that we always remembered we were sailors. He made sure that promotions were celebrated with an 
appropriate “wetting down”; crows, dolphins and wings were tacked on as a sign of respect from those already 
so celebrated; chiefs were promoted in solemn ceremony after being “initiated” by their fellow brethren; and 
only those worthy were allowed to earn the title “shellback.” But in his later years, Navy Tradition was unable 
to fight the cancer of political correctness. He tired as his beloved Navy went from providing rations of rum to 
its sailors to conducting Breathalyzer tests on the brow. He weakened as he saw “Going into harm’s way” turn 
into “Cover your backside,” and as “Wooden ships and iron men” morphed into “U.S. Navy, Inc.” 
A lifelong friend of Navy Tradition recalled a crossing-the-equator ceremony during World War II: “ I had to eat 
a cherry out of the belly button of the fattest sailor on the ship. It was disgusting. But for that few minutes, it 
took our minds off the war and to this day it is one of my greatest memories.” In lieu of flowers, the family of 
Navy Tradition has asked that all sailors who have earned their shellback and drunk their dolphins; who 
remember sore arms from where their crows were tacked on and were sent on a search for “relative bearing 
grease” or a length of “water line”; who’ve been through chiefs’ initiation or answered ship’s call in a bar fight 
in some exotic port of call, to raise a toast one more time and remember Navy Tradition in his youth and 
grandeur. Fair winds and following seas, Shipmate. You will be missed. 

               -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

VA Secondary Service Connection Claims Tips

Most veterans know that the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) provides disability benefits to vets who 
suffered an injury or illness directly connected to their service. They also know that the Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) provides disability benefits to vets who suffered an injury or illness directly connected to their 
service. However, these same veterans may not know that the VA also provides benefits for conditions caused or 
worsened by the initial service-connected disability. These are known as secondary service- connected 
impairments. Secondary service connection may be established for an illness or impairment which was caused 
or worsened by an existing service-connected disability. The Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) says "A 



disability which is proximately due to, or the result of a service-connected disease or injury, shall be service 
connected, and shall be considered part of the original service-connected condition." 
Although the VA promises such benefits to disabled veterans, actually receiving them may not be easy. Proving 
that your new condition was the result of your service-connected impairment or that your existing condition was 
made worse by your service-connected impairment may require extensive medical evidence and visits to 
doctors. For example, if you injured your left knee in service, you may be entitled to service-connected benefits 
for the left knee. However, what if the injury to your left knee caused an alteration to your gait, forcing you to 
deal with the pain in your left knee by putting more weight on your right knee? If you later develop a problem 
in your right knee, you may be entitled to disability compensation for the right knee as secondary to the left 
knee. Other examples of secondary service connected disabilities are the many conditions that result from 
diabetes, which the VA has presumed to be related to exposure to Agent Orange and other toxic substances. 
Veterans with a diabetes diagnosis due to chemical exposure may be eligible for secondary claims based on: 
 Peripheral artery disease,  Ischemic heart disease,  Carotid artery disease,   Stroke,  Kidney disease,   
Hypertension,  and Diseases of the eye .

Other examples of secondary service connection include: 

 Back pain resulting from a hip condition. 

 Medication for PTSD that causes erectile dysfunction. 

 Tinnitus that accompanies service-connected hearing loss. 

 Depression or other mental illness resulting from losses caused by service-connected

 Injuries, such as traumatic brain injury, hearing loss and other life-changing injuries. 

 Heart disease arising from service-connected hypertension. 

 Heart disease resulting from certain service-connected amputations.

Things To Remember When Seeking Benefits for Secondary Service Connection 

Some claims for VA disability benefits are relatively straightforward. Others, however, can be complex. There 
are some things to keep in mind when seeking VA disability benefits for a secondary service connection: 

 Be sure you have good evidence that the new disability was the result of an accepted service-connected 
disability. 

 It is likely that you will need an expert medical opinion about the cause and effect relationship of your service-
connected disability and your new condition. 

Your primary, or first, service-connected condition must be on record. 

It is important that your medical records show diagnosis and treatment of the secondary condition.

An advocate or claims agent knowledgeable about this type of VA disability claim can help you. Numerous 
ones can be found on the internet , however, many of these charge fees after a free consultation. Veterans can 
contact the DAV Chapter, Department or National Service Officers nearest them to file a claim without paying 
any fees. To locate one refer to http://www.dav.org/veterans/find-your-local-office/. 
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 WWII Solomon Islands Campaign 

On Dec. 7, 1941, after failing to resolve a dispute with the United States over Japan's actions in China and 
French Indochina, the Japanese attacked the US Pacific fleet at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. The attack crippled most 
of the U.S. Pacific Fleet's battleships and started a formal state of war between the two nations. Attacks on 
British Empire possessions in the Pacific, beginning with an attack on Hong Kong almost simultaneous with the 
Pearl Harbor attack, brought the United Kingdom, Australia and New Zealand into the conflict. In launching 
this war, Japanese leaders sought to neutralize the U.S. fleet, seize possessions rich in natural resources, and 
obtain strategic military bases to defend their far-flung empire. In the words of the Japanese Navy's Combined 
Fleet Secret Order Number One, dated November 1, 1941, the goals of the initial Japanese campaigns in the 
impending war were to, "(eject) British and American strength from the Netherlands Indies and the Philippines, 
(and) to establish a policy of autonomous self-sufficiency and economic independence." 

The Empire of Japan accomplished its initial strategic objectives in the first six months of the war, capturing the 
Philippines, Thailand, Malaya, Singapore, the Dutch East Indies, Wake Island, New Britain, Gilbert Islands, and 
Guam. A Japanese goal was to establish an effective defensive perimeter from British India on the west, through 
the Dutch East Indies on the south, and to island bases in the south and central Pacific as its southeastern line of 
defense. Anchoring its defensive positions in the South Pacific was the major Japanese army and navy base at 
Rabaul, New Britain, which was captured in January 1942. In March and April, Japanese forces occupied and 
began constructing an airfield at Buka in northern Bougainville, as well as an airfield and naval base at Buin, in 
southern Bougainville. In April 1942, the Japanese army and navy together initiated Operation Mo, a joint plan 
to capture Port Moresby in New Guinea. Also part of the plan was a navy operation to capture Tulagi in the 
southern Solomons. The objective of the operation was for the Japanese to extend their southern perimeter and 
to establish bases to support possible future advances to seize Nauru, Ocean Island, New Caledonia, Fiji, and 
Samoa and thereby cut the supply lines between Australia and the United States, with the goal of reducing or 
eliminating Australia as a threat to Japanese positions in the South Pacific. The Japanese Navy also proposed a 
future invasion of Australia, but the army answered that it currently lacked enough troops to support such an 
operation. 

Japanese naval forces successfully captured Tulagi but its invasion of Port Moresby was repulsed at the Battle 
of the Coral Sea. Shortly thereafter, the Japanese navy established small garrisons on the other northern and 
central  Solomon Islands. One month later, the Japanese Combined Fleet lost four of its fleet aircraft carriers at 
the Battle of Midway. The Allies countered the threats to Australia by a build-up of troops and aircraft, with the 
aim of implementing plans to approach and reconquer the Philippines. In March 1942 Admiral Ernest King, 
then Commander-in Chief of the U. S. Fleet, had advocated an offense from New Hebrides through the 
Solomon Islands to the Bismarck Archipelago. Following the victory at Midway, General Douglas MacArthur, 
who had taken command of the South West Pacific Area, proposed a lightning offense to retake Rabaul, which 
the Japanese were fortifying and using as a base of operations. The United States Navy advocated a more 
gradual approach from New Guinea and up the Solomon Island chain. These competing proposals were 
resolved by Admiral King and U.S. Army Chief of Staff General George C. Marshall, who adopted a three-task 
plan. Task One was the capture of the island of Tulagi in the Solomons. Task Two was an advance along the 
New Guinea coast. Task Three was the capture of Rabaul. Task One, implemented by a directive of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff on 2 July 1942 and named the initial attacks Operation Watchtower, became the Solomon 
Islands campaign. 

The Allies created a combined air formation, Cactus Air Force, establishing air superiority during the daylight 
hours. The Japanese then resorted to nightly resupply missions which they called ‘Rat Transportation’ (and the 
Allies called the ‘Tokyo Express’) through New Georgia Sound (‘The Slot’). Many pitched battles were fought 
trying to stop Japanese supplies from getting through. So many ships were lost by both sides during the 
Guadalcanal campaign that the southern end of New Georgia Sound, the area north of Guadalcanal previously 
called Savo Sound, became known as ‘Ironbottom Sound’. Allied success in the Solomon Islands campaign 



prevented the Japanese from cutting Australia and New Zealand off from the U.S. Operation Cartwheel, the 
Allied grand strategy for the Solomons and New Guinea campaigns launched on June 30, 1943, isolated and 
neutralized Rabaul and destroyed much of Japan's sea and air supremacy. This opened the way for Allied forces 
to recapture the Philippines and cut off Japan from its crucial resource areas in the Netherlands East Indies. 

In a campaign of attrition fought on land, on sea, and in the air, the Allies wore the Japanese down, inflicting 
irreplaceable losses on Japanese military assets. The Allies retook some of the Solomon Islands (although 
resistance continued until the end of the war), and they also isolated and neutralized some Japanese positions, 
which were then bypassed. The Solomon Islands campaign then converged with the New Guinea campaign 
Allied forces were composed of military units from United States, Australia, New Zealand, United Kingdom, 
Fiji Colony of Fiji, and Tonga. During the course of the campaign the Allies suffered 10,600 killed, 40+ ships 
sunk, and 800 aircraft destroyed. Whereas, the empire of Japan had 80,000 killed, 50+ ships sunk, and 1,500 
aircraft destroyed. 

               -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Veteran to Veteran

When a Veteran retires from his or her service , many are jealous, some are pleased, and others, who may have 
already retired, wonder if he knows what he is leaving behind, because we already know.

1. We know, for example, that after a lifetime of camaraderie that few experience, it will remain as a 
longing for those past times.

2. We know in the Military life there is a fellowship which lasts long after the uniforms are hung up in 
the back of the closet.

3. We know even if he throws them away, they will be on him with every step and breath that remains in 
his life. We also know how the very bearing of the man speaks of what he was and in his heart still is.

When you see what others do not see or choose to ignore and always will look at the rest of the Military 
world with a respect for what they do; only grown in a lifetime of knowing.

Never think for one moment you are escaping from that life. You are only escaping the 'job' and merely 
being allowed to leave 'active' duty.

So what I wish for you is that whenever you ease into retirement, in your heart you never forget for one 
moment that you are still a member of the
greatest fraternity the world has ever known.

NOW... Civilian Friends vs. Veteran Friends Comparisons:

CIVILIAN FRIENDS: Get upset if you're too busy to talk to them for a week.
VETERAN FRIENDS: Are glad to see you after years, and will happily carry on the same conversation you 
were having the last time you met.
-----------------------------------------------------------------
CIVILIAN FRIENDS: Have never seen you cry.
VETERAN FRIENDS: Have cried with you.
------------------------------------------------------------------
CIVILIAN FRIENDS: Keep your stuff so long they forget it's yours.
VETERAN FRIENDS: Borrow your stuff for a few days then give it back.



------------------------------------------------------------------
CIVILIAN FRIENDS: Know a few things about you.
VETERAN FRIENDS: Could write a book with direct quotes from you.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
CIVILIAN FRIENDS: Will leave you behind if that's what the crowd is doing.
VETERAN FRIENDS: Will stand by you no matter what the crowd does.
-------------------------------------------------------------------
CIVILIAN FRIENDS: Are for a while.
VETERAN FRIENDS: Are for life.
------------------------------------------------------------------
CIVILIAN FRIENDS: Have shared a few experiences...
VETERAN FRIENDS: Have shared a lifetime of experiences no citizen could ever dream of...
-------------------------------------------------------------------
CIVILIAN FRIENDS: Will take your drink away when they think you've had enough.
VETERAN FRIENDS: Will look at you stumbling all over the place and say, 'You better drink the rest of 
that before you spill it!' Then carry you home safely and put you to bed...

               ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Pending Events

2014 Department of WV Quarterly Meeting will be January 11, 2014 hosted by MGM Detachment 1180 in at 
the American Legion Post in Point Pleasant, WV. Dept Staff Officer Meeting is 9:30 AM with general business 
meeting at 10 AM. WV Pack Growl will immediately follow Dept Meeting. 

2014  National Midwinter Staff Conference Feb 13-15, 2014 at Fairview Park Marriott, 311 Fairview Park 
Drive,  Falls Church, VA 22042 (703) 849-9400. Room rate is $99 per night plus room tax. 

2014 Department of WV Department Convention will be May 2-4, 2014 at the Holiday Inn Express, 50 Martin 
Street, Elkins, WV 26241 hosted by Leland D. “Crow” Crawford Detachment 956. Room rate $77.00 per night 
plus room tax. Phone: 304-630-2266. Reservations can be made now and mention code: MCL or Marine Corps 
League and give dates. Free Parking and Continental Breakfast 6 -10 a.m. Banquet cost is $20 served buffet 
style with tossed salad, ham and turkey, mashed potatoes & gravy, green beans, rolls, drinks and assortment of 
cakes. Business meeting and banquet directly across the street in American Legion Post 29. 

2014 Mideast Division Conference will be June 27-29, 2014 and is tentatively scheduled at the Holiday Inn in 
Martinsburg, WV hosted by  Eastern Panhandle Detachment 1143.

2014 MCL National Convention will be August 3 - August 9, 2014 at  Embassy Suites ($114.00 plus 12% tax) 
tele: 304-347-8700 and Town Center Marriott ($119.00 plus 12% tax) tele: 304-345-6500 in Charleston, WV. 
Reservations can be made now at Embassy and commencing August 26 at Marriott.

2015 MCL National Convention will be August 2015 at the  Scottsdale Plaza Resort, 
7200 N. Scottsdale Rd, Scottsdale, Arizona 85253.  Room rate is $94 plus room tax. Phone 480-948-5000 



LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON -- Pound 215 of the Military Order of the Devil Dogs welcomed its newest member, James DeNapoli 
Jr., right, the son of MCL Department of WV Jr. Vice Commandant James DeNapoli, center. Danny Wood, left, serves as the Pound 
Keeper.

HONORING GOLD STAR FAMILIES -- On Oct. 2, 2013, the 90th birthday of Medal of Honor recipient Hershel "Woody" 
Williams, standing, second from right, the Gold Star Families monument dedication was held at the Donel C. Kinnard Memorial State 
Veterans Cemetery in Dunbar. Pictured are, front row, members of the WV Chapter of Gold Star Mothers; and back row, left to right, 
WV Dept. of Veterans Assistance Cabinet Secretary Rick Thompson, WV Governor Earl Ray Tomblin, Richard L. Given of Herbert J. 
Thomas Det. 947 of Charleston, Williams of  Det. 340 of Huntington, and Past Secretary of WV Dept. of Veterans Assistance Steve 
Quinn. 




